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TAGS:AORG UNESCO 

SUBJECT:HIGHLIGHTS OF U.S. NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR UNESCO 
ANNUAL MEETING 

1 . NATIONAL COMMISSION CONCLUDED TWO AND HALF DAY ANNUAL 
MEETING DETROIT DECEMBER 7-9 WITH ADOPTION OF 13 RESOLUTIONS 
SOME OF WHICH TOUCH ON U.S.-ISRAELI RELATIONS PERTAINING TO 
UNESCO (SEE PARA. 14 BELOW). FOCUS OF MEETING WAS ONE DAY 
PANEL DISCUSSION OF INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS IN WHICH 
NUMBER OF DISTINGUISHED SCHOLARS AND GOVERNMENT SPOKESMEN 
PARTICIPATED INCLUDING INTER ALIA DR. THOMAS BUERGENTHAL 
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(UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS), DR. JUDITH TORNEY (UNIVERSITY OF 
ILLINOIS), DR. KAREL VASAK (DIRECTOR, UNESCO HUMAN RIGHTS 
DIVISION WHO ALSO GAVE THE BANQUET SPEECH), LEONEL CASTILLO 
(COMMISSIONER OF U.S. IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION 
SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE) AND GEORGE DALLEY (DEPUTY 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR IO AFFAIRS) AND MARK SCHNEIDER 
(DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND HUMANITARIAN 
AFFAIRS). DISCUSSIONS REVEALED (A) SUPPORT OF MEMBERSHIP, 

WHICH REPRESENTS BROAD SPECTRUM OF PRIVATE AND PUBLIC 
ORGANIZATIONS IN U.S., FOR U.S. DOMESTIC AND INTERNATIONAL 
HUMAN RIGHTS STANCE; (B) DESIRE OF COMMISSION MEMBERS TO 
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SEE U.S. PARTICIPATE IN UNESCO INTERGOVERNMENTAL MEETING TO 
CONSIDER DRAFT DECLARATION ON RACE AND RACIAL PREJUDICE; AND 

(C) SHORTAGE AND NEED FOR TEACHING MATERIALS ABOUT 
INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS IN AMERICAN PUBLIC AND HIGHER 
EDUCATION SYSTEMS. OTHER NOTEWORTHY ITEMS INCLUDE (A) MAJOR 
POLICY SPEECH BY IO ASSISTANT SECRETARY MAYNES ADDRESSING 
U.S. POSITION ON WITHDRAWAL FROM ILO WITHIN CONTEXT OF 
CONTINUING ADMINISTRATION SUPPORT FOR UN SYSTEM AND AIM OF 
U.S. REJOINING ILO; (B) SUBSTANTIVE GREETINGS FROM 
PRESIDENT CARTER, AMBASSADOR ANDREW YOUNG, UN SECRETARY- 
GENERAL WALDHEIM. AND UNESCO DIRECTOR-GENERAL M'BOW; (C) 
HONORING OF A NUMBER OF CONGRESSMEN AND SENATORSFOR THEIR 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO FURTHERANCE OF INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS; 
AND (D) SUBSTANTIVE PRESENTATION BY U.S. PERMDEL MEMBERS 
(WARVARIV AND TINSMAN) VALUABLE IN BRINGING HOME REALITY OF 
UNESCO. 


2. COMMISSION ADOPTED TWO IMPORTANT RESOLUTIONS CONCERNING 
(A) FULL PAYMENT OF U.S. FUNDS TO UNESCO; AND (B) USG 
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PARTICIPATION IN UNESCO INTERGOVERNMENTAL MEETING TO BE 
HELD IN AFRICA EARLY IN 1978 TO APPROVE A DRAFT DECLARATION 
ON RACE AND RACIAL PREJUDICE. 

3. FUNDING RESOLUTION. WHICH WAS ADOPTED WITH ONE VOTE 
AGAINST (HAROLD TAFT KING REPRESENTING STATE AND LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT) AND ONE ABSTENTION (SHIRLEY JOSEPH OF NATIONAL 
COUNCIL OF JEWISH WOMEN) IS OF SPECIAL SIGNIFICANCE IN 

VIEW OF LAST YEAR'S LENGTHY AND CONTENTIOUS RESOLUTION IN 
WHICH FINAL COMPROMISE REACHED WITH JEWISH MEMBERS FELL 
SHORT OF FULL FUNDING AND INSTEAD CALLED FOR BEGIN QUOTE: 
SUFFICIENT PAYMENTS OF U.S. CONTRIBUTION.. .SO USG CAN 
CONSTRUCTIVELY PURSUE POLICIES TOWARD GOAL OF FURTHER 
REDUCING EFFECTS OF DISRUPTIVE POLITICS END QUOTE. 

4. TEXT OF FUNDING RESOLUTION AS FOLLOWS: 

RECALLING RESOLUTION I OF THE 40TH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 
U.S. NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR UNESCO ON THE SUBJECT OF UNITED 
STATES SUPPORT FOR UNESCO; 

RECALLING ONCE AGAIN THE PROGRESS MADE BY THE 19TH SESSION 
OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE TO REDUCE THE EFFECTS OF 
POLITICALLY CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES ON THE WORK OF UNESCO; 

RECALLING, HOWEVER, THAT THERE ARE ISSUES EMERGING OUT OF 
THE 19TH GENERAL CONFERENCE THAT CONTINUE TO REQUIRE FIRM 
ACTION, SUCH AS UNACCEPTABLE RESOLUTIONS INVOLVING ISRAEL 
AND THREATS TO THE PRINCIPLE OF UNIVERSALITY IN THE WORK OF 
NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS; 
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NOTING THE STEPS TAKEN BY THE UNESCO EXECUTIVE BOARD AND 
DIRECTOR GENERAL SINCE THE 19TH SESSION OF THE UNESCO 
GENERAL CONFERENCE TO DEAL CONSTRUCTIVELY WITH IMPORTANT 
ISSUES SUCH AS THE MASS MEDIA AND PROBLEMS ARISING FROM 
THE CONFLICT IN THE MIDDLE EAST; AND 
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CONTINUING TO BE GUIDED BY THE CONVICTION THAT UNESCO, 
TOGETHER WITH OTHER UN SPECIALIZED AGENCIES, IS A UNIQUE 
INSTRUMENT OF INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION AND UNDERSTANDING, 
ESPECIALLY BETWEEN INDUSTRIALIZED AND DEVELOPING COUNTRIES; 
THEREFORE BE IT 


RESOLVED THAT THE U.S. NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR UNESCO 
CONFIRM, AS IN RESOLUTION I OF THE 40TH ANNUAL MEETING, 

THAT UNITED STATES POLICIES IN UNESCO MUST BE GUIDED BY 
THE PRINCIPLES OF UNIVERSALITY WITH REGARD TO NON-GOVERN- 
MENTAL ORGANIZATIONS, FREEDOM OF SCIENTIFIC INVESTIGATION 
AND SCHOLARLY INAUIRY, FREE EXPRESSION AND FREE FLOW OF 
INFORMATION, AND OPPOSITION TO DISRUPTIVE POLITICAL ACTIONS, 
ALL OF WHICH ARE ESSENTIAL TO EDUCATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC AND 
CULTURAL COOPERATION AND DEVELOPMENT; 

URGE THE SECRETARY OF STATE TO INITIATE SYSTEMATIC 
PREPARATIONS FOR THE 20TH SESSION OF THE UNESCO GENERAL 
CONFERENCE AND TO INSURE THAT THE UNITED STATES APPOINT A 
STRONG DELEGATION, INCLUDING A SUBSTANTIAL NUMBER OF WOMEN 
AND MEMBERS OF MINORITY GROUPS, WITH THE PARTICIPATION OF 
SPECIALISTS IN THE FIELDS OF EDUCATION, THE SCIENCES, 

CULTURE, AND COMMUNICATIONS; 

INSTRUCT THE CHAIR AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE U.S. 
NATIONAL COMMISSION TO WORK OUT EFFECTIVE PROCEDURES FOR 
THE PARTICIPATION OF THE NATIONAL COMMISSION IN THE 
PREPARATIONS FOR THE 20TH GENERAL CONFERENCE AND THE 
SELECTION OF THE U.S. DELEGATION; 
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URGE THE UNESCO EXECUTIVE BOARD AND DIRECTOR GENERAL TO 
CONTINUE TO WORK TO RESOLVE EXISTING CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES 
SUCH AS THOSE SPECIFIED IN THE PREAMBLE AND ONCE AGAIN TO 
PROVIDE CONFERENCE PROCEDURES FOR THE 20TH GENERAL 
CONFERENCE, LIKE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE DRAFTING AND 
NEGOTIATING COMMITTEE AT THE 19TH GENERAL CONFERENCE, TO 
DEAL WITH CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES ON THE BASIS OF CONSENSUS; 
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URGE THE PRESIDENT AND THE CONGRESS, IN ORDER TO ENCOURAGE 
PROMISING ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN UNESCO, TO MEET THE 
FINANCIAL OBLIGATIONS OF THE UNITED STATES TO THE ORGANIZA- 
TION AND, AS CALLED FOR IN RESOLUTION I OF THE 40TH ANNUAL 
MEETING, TO REVIEW, AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE 20TH GENERAL 

CONFERENCE, U.S. COMMITMENTS TO UNESCO IN THE LIGHT OF THE 
RESULTS OF THE CONFERENCE; AND 

REQUEST THE CHAIR TO PREPARE A REPORT OF THE RESULTS OF THE 
20TH GENERAL CONFERENCE AND THE RESPONSE TO THE PRESENT 
RESOLUTION FOR PRESENTATION TO THE 42ND ANNUAL MEETING OF 
THE U.S. NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR UNESCO. 

5. RESOLUTION ON USG RACE DECLARATION MEETING, WHICH WAS 
ADOPTED UNANIMOUSLY, PROVIDES ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE OF 
SOFTENING OF ATTITUDE OF JEWISH INTELLECTUAL COMMUNITY 
TOWARD PARTICIPATION IN UNESCO'S ACTIVITIES. IN THIS 
CONNECTION, IT IS INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT DETROIT JEWISH 
NEWS FEATURED TWO MAJOR ARTICLES ON COMMISSION MEETING 
AND THAT CABLE WAS RECEIVED FROM SENATOR JAVITS EXPRESSING 
STRONG SUPPORT FOR UNESCO'S PROGRAM ACTIVITIES. 

6. TEXT OF RACE DECLARATION RESOLUTION FOLLOWS: 

RECALLING RESOLUTION III OF THE 40TH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 
U.S. NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR UNESCO DEALING WITH THE UNESCO 
DRAFT DECLARATION ON RACE AND RACIAL PREJUDICE; 
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NOTING THE DECISION OF THE UNESCO EXECUTIVE BOARD TO ESTAB- 
LISH A 12 NATION WORKING GROUP, WHICH INCLUDES THE UNITED 
STATES, TO RE"OMMEND PROCEDURES TO STRENGTHEN UNESCO'S 
INSTITUTIONAL CAPABILITY FOR DEALING WITH VIOLATIONS OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS; 

NOTING THAT THE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE OF THE U.S. NATIONAL 
COMMISSION HAS RECOMMENDED THAT THE U.S. SHOULD PARTICIPATE 
IN THE UNESCO INTERGOVERNMENTAL CONFERENCE TO BE CONVENED 
EARLY NEXT YEAR TO ADOPT A DRAFT DECLARATION ON RACE AND 
RACIAL PREJUDICE; AND 

NOTING THE EFFORTS OF THE U.S. GOVERNMENT IN SUPPORT OF 
EFFECTIVE UNESCO HUMAN RIGHTS PROGRAMS AND POLICIES AND, IN 
PARTICULAR, ITS LEADERSHIP ROLE IN PROMOTING THE STRENGTHEN- 
ING OF UNESCO'S INSTITUTIONAL CAPABILITY FOR DEALING WITH 
HUMAN RIGHTS COMPLAINTS; THEREFORE BE IT 

RESOLVED THAT THE U.S. NATIONAL COMMISSION ENDORSE THE 
RECOMMENDATION OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE THAT THE U.S. 
SHOULD PARTICIPATE IN THE GOVERNMENTAL CONFERENCE TO BE 
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CONVENED TO ADOPT A UNESCO DRAFT DECLARATION ON RACE AND 
RACIAL PREJUDICE; 

SUPPORT THE EFFORTS OF THE U.S. TO STRENGTHEN EFFECTIVE 
UNESCO HUMAN RIGHTS POLICIES AND PROGRAMS; 

EXPRESS THE HOPE THAT THESE EFFORTS BY THE U.S. WILL 
CONTINUE AND WILL LEAD TO NEW U.S. INITIATIVES IN THE HUMAN 
RIGHTS FIELD; AND 
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EXPRESS THE HOPE THAT UNESCO WILL ESTABLISH A STRONG 
INSTITUTIONAL CAPABILITY FOR DEALING WITH HUMAN RIGHTS 
VIOLATIONS FALLING WITHIN ITS SPHERE OF COMPETENCE. 

7. MAIN CONTENTIOUS ISSUE OF MEETING WAS REPORT OF 
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE RECOMMENDING FOR COMMISSION MEMBERSHIP 
THE COMMITTEE FOR AN EFFECTIVE UNESCO. AFTER DEBATE OF 
APPROPRIATENESS OF AIMS OF THIS ORGANIZATION TO THOSE OF 
COMMISSION AND ITS WILLINGNESS TO WORK COOPERATIVELY WITH 
COMMISSION, REPORT APPROVED BY VOTE OF 39 FOR, 7 AGAINST, 

WITH 6 ABSTENTIONS. GREATER DICHOTOMY EXISTED THAN THIS 
VOTE MIGHT INDICATE, WITH POLARIZATION EVIDENT BETWEEN 
BLACK AND OTHER COMMISSION MEMBERS AND JEWISH MEMBERS, 

WITH FORMER GROUP PUSHING TO RETAIN MEMBERSHIP OF A GRASS 
ROOTS ORGANIZATION (PARENT-TEACHERS ASSOCIATION) IN PLACE 
OF COMMITTEE FOR AN EFFECTIVE UNESCO. 

8. AMONG NEW APPOINTMENTS ON COMMISSION, WHICH HAVE 
INCREASED MINORITY REPRESENTATION TO BETTER REFLECT U.S. 
POPULATION; ARE TWO PUERTO RICANS (OSCAR GARCIA-RIVERA, 
DIRECTOR, REGIONAL PLANNING ASSOCIATION OF NEW YORK, 

(MAURICE FERRE, MAYOR OF MIAMI); ONE MEXICAN AMERICAN 
(ALICIA CHACON, STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVE; 

AND TWO BLACKS (HONORABLE JOHN WHITE, MEMBER GEORGIA 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND RONALD H. B. BROWN, NATIONAL URBAN 
LEAGUE). 

9. NEW COMPOSITION OF COMMISSION WAS REFLECTED IN 
RESOLUTION ADDRESSING HUMAN RIGHTS IN SOUTHERN AFRICA, 

WHICH PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. SOMEWHAT MYOPIC VIEW OF SOME OF 
RESOLUTION S SUPPORTERS EVIDENT IN DISCUSSION ;UR.NG 
INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION PANEL IN WHICH THEY 
OPPOSED EFFORTS TO BRING INTERNATIONAL FOCUS INTO U.S. 

EDUCATION SYSTEM BECAUSE IT IS QUOTE IRRELEVANT TO INNER 
CITY STUDENTS. END QUOTE 
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10. TEXT OF SOUTHERN AFRICA RESOLUTION FOLLOWS: 

WHEREAS THE TREATMENT OF THE BLACK AND NON- WHITE PEOPLE OF 
SOUTHERN AFRICA REPRESENTS THE MOST SERIOUS VIOLATIONS OF 
BASIC HUMAN RIGHTS; AND 

WHEREAS IN PARTICULAR THE EFFORTS OF THE BLACK AFRICAN 
LEADERSHIP IN EDUCATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL DEVELOP- 
MENT HAVE THEREBY BEEN OBSTRUCTED; THEREFORE BE IT 

RESOLVED THAT THE U.S. NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR UNESCO 

DIRECT THE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE TO TAKE STEPS EITHER BY 
ESTABLISHING A SEPARATE TASK FORCE OR BY DESIGNATING AN 
EXISTING TASK FORCE TO DEVELOP POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS ON 
SOUTHERN AFRICA CONSIDERING: (1) THE PROTECTION OF THE 
HUMAN RIGHTS OF BLACK, NON- WHITE AFRICANS AND ALL PEOPLE; 
AND (2) THE DEVELOPMENT OF BLACK AND NON- WHITE AFRICAN 
EDUCATIONAL, CULTURAL AND SOCIAL GOALS. 

1 1 . IN EFFORT TO ADDRESS PROBLEM ARISING AT 19TH GENERAL 
CONFERENCE WHEREBY DUE TO INCREASED DESIRE AMONG LDCS FOR 
REPRESENTATION ON UNESCO INTERGOVERNMENTAL COUNCILS, U.S. 
CAN NO LONGER ASSUME AUTOMATIC MEMBERSHIP ON ALL SUCH 
COUNCILS, FOLLOWING RESOLUTION PASSED: 

NOTING THAT MANY IMPORTANT UNESCO PROGRAMS IN THE SEVERAL 
SECTORS ARE ADVISED BY INTERGOVERNMENTAL COUNCILS; 

NOTING THAT THE U.S. SCHOLARLY COMMUNITY BENEFITS FROM 
REPRESENTATION ON THESE COUNCILS; AND 

NOTING THAT BECAUSE OF ROTATION THE U.S. CAN NO LONGER 
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ASSUME ELECTION TO ALL THESE COUNCILS; THEREFORE BE IT 

RESOLVED THAT THE U.S. NATIONAL COMMISSION 

REQUEST THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE TO ASSIST THE STATE 
DEPARTMENT IN ESTABLISHING PRIORITIES FOR U.S. MEMBERSHIP 
AND IN WORKING FOR U.S. REPRESENTATION ON THE MAXIMUM 
NUMBER OF UNESCO INTERGOVERNMENTAL COUNCILS. 

12. US PERMDEL IS REQUESTED TRANSMIT TEXT OF FOLLOWING 
RESOLUTION TO UNESCO DEPUTY DIRECTOR GENERAL FOBES (US) 

WITH WARMEST GREETING FROM CHAIRMAN SARAH POWER ON BEHALF 
OF ENTIRE NATIONAL COMMISSION. TEXT FOLLOWS: 

NOTING THAT IACK FOBES IS LEAVING UNESCO AFTER DISTINGUISHED 
SERVICE, FIRST AS ASSISTANT DIRECTOR GENERAL FOR ADMINIS- 
TRATION AND MORE RECENTLY AS DEPUTY DIRECTOR GENERAL; 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


RECALLING THAT JACK FOBES BROUGHT TO HIS WORK IN UNESCO RICH 
EXPERIENCE WITH THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT, INCLUDING 
TOURS OF DUTY WITH THE BUREAU OF THE BUDGET, THE DEPARTMENT 

OF STATE AND THE AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT, AND 
PARTICIPATION ON THE U.S. DELEGATIONS TO MANY INTERNATIONAL 
MEETINGS; 

RECOGNIZING THE BROAD SENSE OF HUMANITY, THE WISE AND CALM 
DELIBERATION AND THE DEEP CONVICTION IN THE PURPOSES OF 
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS THAT CHARACTERIZED JACK FOBES’ 
SERVICE TO UNESCO; THEREFORE BE IT 

RESOLVED THAT THE U.S. NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR UNESCO 

EXTENDS THE THANKS AND APPRECIATION OF ALL ITS MEMBERS TO 
JACK FOBES ON HIS RETIREMENT FROM UNESCO; AND 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 10 STATE 299830 

WISHES JACK AND HAZEL FOBES A WARM WELCOME HOME. 

L3. REMAINING EIGHT RESOLUTIONS WILL BE POUCHED TO 
PERMDEL AND TEL AVIV IN DUE COURSE TOGETHER WITH TEXTS OF 
GREETINGS AND MAYNES SPEECH. 

14. FOR TEL AVIV: IN LIGHT OF FOREGOING, DEPARTMENT 
INTERESTED IN ASSESSMENT OF NATURE AND LEVEL OF ISRAEL'S 
PARTICIPATION IN UNESCO; PARTICULARLY POSITION OF I;RAELI 
NATIONAL COMMISSION AND LEVEL OF COOPERATION RECEIVED FROM 
ISRAELI EDUCATION, SCIENTIFIC. CULTURAL AND COMMUNICATIONS 
SECTORS. SPECIFICALLY WE ARE INTERESTED IN LEARNING ABOUT 
ISRAELI NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR UNESCO PROJECTS. ALSO 
WOULD APPRECIATE GUIDANCE ON WHETHER THE ISRAELI NATIONAL 
COMMISSION WOULD LIKE TO HAVE JOINT PROJECTS WITH THE U.S. 
NATIONAL COMMISSION IN NEAR FUTURE. VANCE 
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